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This Monthôs Feature:  Multicultural Activity 
Summertime is the time of year when families take vacations and travel to new places.  

That makes it an ideal time of year to talk with children about cultural differences.  The 

Around the World  Activity Kit can help you do this, as well as serve as a useful tool 

when preparing for your FDCRS.  The kit addresses the physical differences of cultures as 

well as variations in food and dress.  It includes books, ñpeople crayonsò, figures and flip 

cards with food and people from many countries.  You may be interested in PROJECT 

CRAFT , a video training to assist you in working with families of different cultural 

backgrounds.  Other resources include the Building Bridges with Multicultural Picture 

Books, Starting Small: Teaching Tolerance in Preschool and the Early Grades, and 

the Multicultural Art Book  (a collection of art and craft experiences from around the 

world).  These and other multicultural resources are available to you by calling Delaware 

Child Development Resource & Referral at 866.254.9864. 

 

1. Take a food field trip.  Visit the multicultural section 

of the grocery store.  Pick up some items to try. 

2. Place cooking items common to other cultures in 

your dramatic play area for the children to explore. 

3. Play music or sing songs from different cultures.  

Toy maracas and other instruments may also be used. 

4. Search the internet or contact your public library or multicultural organiza-

tion in your community for multicultural games and activities to use. 

5. Engage children in a food activity using rice, beans or other ethnic food 

while discussing differences in eating habits of various cultures. 
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  An Appreciation Dinner was held 

Friday, May 9th in conjunction with 

National Child Care Provider 

Appreciation Day.  Twenty four 

child care home and child care 

center providers from Kay, Noble 

and Pawnee counties attended the 

ñProvider Round-upò, which 

consisted of a Western theme.  The 

Ponca City office of Delaware 

Child Development hosted the 

event held at Community Christian 

Church in Ponca City.   

 

  The meal was catered by Head 

Country BBQ and entertainment 

was provided by students of Leslie 

Rardin.  A ñHit Parade of Cowboy 

Songsò was performed by students 

Ian Cummings, Tryston Carson, 

Ashlyn Anderson, Madison 

Doornbos, Erikah Parcher & Brady 

Bookout. 

 

  Linda Whaley, Interim Executive Director of the 

Oklahoma Child Care Resource and Referral 

Agency, was the guest speaker.  She presented 

ñThe Star Polisher ï A Tribute to Caregiversò.  

DHS Child Care Licensing workers Markesha 

Collins and Hollie Winslow commended the 

providers for their dedication to the field and 

encouraged them to continue serving families 

needing quality child care.  Debra Gibson and 

Janet Lewis, Ponca City R&R, presented 

certificates to all providers present at the event.   

 

  

Special awards were given to Lois Challis, Sheree 

Matthews, Eldonna Magnus and Carol Goodwin 

for advocacy in the field of early childhood 

education.  Carol Goodwin received special 

recognition for spending a day at the state capital 

talking with local legislators about child care 

issues during the Tuesday for Tots Day in 

Oklahoma.   

 

  Eldonna Magnus was honored for fifteen years of 

service to the Kay County Child Care Home 

Association. 
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Kay, Noble and Pawnee Providers are Appreciated! 

 

Did You Know It Was Your Day?! 
 

Provider Appreciation Day began in 1996 in New Jersey, started by a group of volunteers 

who wanted to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of providers and bring aware-

ness to what they do.  Each year since, it is celebrated on the Friday before Motherôs Day.   

 

There is a national non-profit organization called ñProvider Appreciation Dayò.  They are dedicated to 

bringing worldwide recognition and support to child care providers, working in partnership with the Na-

tional Association of Child Care Resource & Referral Agencies (NACCRRA) and the National Associa-

tion for Family Child Care (NAFCC).  These organizations work to bring awareness through media cover-

age, events, community proclamations and parent education and awareness aimed at improving conditions 

for providers, parents & children.   

 

There may be days when you feel you are out there on your own.  We want you to know you are not.  

These organizations are working to promote your business and well-being. You may find more informa-

tion at www.providerappreciation.org or www.naccrra.org.  



1.866.254.9864 

  

 BENEFITS OF A PARTNERSHIP:  

 

When the parent-provider relationship is working at its best, there 

are many opportunities to add to the overall development of chil-

dren and to provide parent-centered services.  A successful parent-

provider partnership is good for everyone: 

 

Children have support in their daily activities. 
 

Parents benefit when providers and staff understand and re-

spond to their childrenôs needs, and provide information and 

resources that helps them. 
 

Providerôs benefit by having the much needed input, support, 

and participation of parents for their program. 

 

 

WHAT PROVIDERS CAN DO:  

 

Learn as much as possible about the children in your program 

and get to know your families well. Learn about family rituals 

and routines and how they interact with one another. 
 

Encourage open communication with parents.  Be a good      

listener and avoid making judgments. 

 

 

Be sensitive to cultural and family experience differences.    

Reflect cultural diversity in your program with a variety of   

materials, toys, books, and activities. 
 

Encourage and find ways to include parents in program activi-

ties and program decisions.  Invite them to participate in class-

room activities.  Ask their opinions about program improve-

ments. 
 

Host a family cookout and have the childrenôs families bring a 

dish to share with everyone.  Encourage the adults who are im-

portant in the childrenôs lives to come as well, such as uncles, 

aunts, grandparents, and so on. 
 

Make sure each child has a special area in your program and 

invite families to come and decorate that area with artwork,  

photographs, drawings, or other items that are reflective of     

that childôs family and home life. 
 

Create and give out a newsletter to families on a regular basis 

letting them know about upcoming events at the program, re-

sources in the community, and specific accomplishments and 

trainings that involve program staff. 

 
Excerpt from Itôs a Win - Win Situation reprinted with permission from the 

Daily Parent, a newsletter for parents funded by the Citi Foundation and 

produced by NACCRRA. Copyright 2008, NACCRRA, Arlington, VA.  

All rights reserved. 

  Child care centers and family child care homes are in a 

unique position when it comes helping Oklahomaôs children 

live healthy and safe lives.  Children spend 8-12 hours per 

day in child care and it is the child care communityôs 

responsibility to make sure that every childôs experience in 

care is safe and healthy.  Child care providers have a resource 

they can use to help them maintain health and safety 

requirements.  This resource is a child care heath consultant 

 

  Child Care health consultants are professionals with training 

and experience in both health care and child care.  A child 

care health consultant understands basic health and safety 

requirements for programs, disease reporting requirements, 

childrenôs immunizations requirements, injury prevention, 

oral health, child development, nutrition, and the inclusion of 

children with special needs. 

 

  Health consultants respond to each child care facility in a 

way that will benefit them the most.  Consultants can help 

providers by conducting health and safety trainings, assisting 

in developing health policies, visiting programs to check 

health and safety practices, answering questions and 

providing resources. 

                   Health Consultation 
  The first step is a phone call to the Warmline, 1-888-574-

5437, or the Oklahoma Child Care Resource and Referral 

Association, 1-888-962-2777.  A referral can be made to a 

health consultant from a county health department or a child 

care resource and referral association.  The consultant will talk 

with the provider and together they will determine how to best 

help the child care program.  Help can come in many forms: a 

referral to immunization information, a conversation about a 

childôs development, a visit to the home or center to observe, or 

maybe a hint to help children eat healthier foods. 

 

  A visit with a child care health consultant is free.  Make sure 

your child care program has all the tools they need to provide 

the best care.  If help is needed to maintain a healthy, safe     

and nurturing environment, contact your health consultant at    

1-888-574-5437 or 1-888-962-2777. 

By Bobbi Krob, OCCRRA 

Fostering Parent Partnerships 

www.delawarechild.org 

  Green Country                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 2 the Bartlesville Resource and Referral office and 

Child Nutrition Program held a joint training on Fun Food for 

Child Care.  Child Care Providers brought their favorite recipes 

to share and one did a short presentation on some of the fun 

things you can do with food that are interesting to children.  At 

the end of the meeting, providers made ñSalad Peopleò out of 

pear halves and a variety of fruit and vegetable pieces.  Read 

any of the cookbooks by Mollie Katzen for information on 

cooking with your children.  They are fantastic and will soon be 

available in our Resource Room. 

  

Some things to remember when planning your menu: 

 

 Add lots of color, make their plate a rainbow.  Not only is this 

appealing to the eye, but different colored foods offer different 

vitamins and minerals. 
 

 Donôt be afraid to try new foods.  On the CACFP food 

program, you can always do a substitution.  Remember that it 

may take several servings for a child to even TRY to eat a new 

food.  If you find that the children are enjoying a new food, just 

change your menu to include it.  Then itôs time to try another 

new food. 
 

 With summer time comes a huge variety of fresh fruits that 

you canôt get during the colder months.  Try Ugli fruit, star 

fruit, and other things that are hard to find during the winter.  

The children will enjoy the change and may discover a new 

favorite snack. 
 

 As long as you are serving the proper portions of food, you 

can make your plates a palette just waiting to be filled. 

  

A recipe sharing system and Child Nutrition label system will 

soon be in place on our website.  Weôll inform you as soon as 

the changes have taken place.  Please let us know what we can 

do to make our website more useful to you. 

 

Article by Louise Virden, Child Nutrition Specialist  

Serving Washington, Nowata & Osage Counties 

Help your families kick off the 4th of July holiday 

by hosting a Family Picnic/Parent Meeting.  There 

are many internet resources for suggested Picnic 

Fare and crafts.  You might even consider a guest 

speaker from the local Fire Department to talk 

about Fireworks safety.   Hope you all have a safe and Happy 

4th of July! 

***************************************************  

Itôs hard to believe August is right around the corner and 

children will be headed Back-to-School.  That means getting 

everyone back into the routine of getting up, ready, eating 

breakfast, making lunches and out the door in time.  Suggest to 

families a practice-run period of a few days up to a week in 

order to prepare everyone and work out the ñkinksò.  Resources 

for quick and health breakfasts and lunches can be found at 

www.familyfun.go.com, www.msnbc.msn.com, and 

www.kidshealth.org among others.  Just do an internet search 

for ñback to school lunchesò and see what you get! 

Dollars & Sense training is coming to your area! 

 Lincoln CountyðChandler 

  July 31st, August 1st & August 2nd 

 Payne CountyðStillwater 

  September 18th, 19th & 20th 

 Logan CountyðGuthrie 

  October 9th, 10th & 11th 

Cost will be $30 

(to cover the cost of the book) 

 

Call or e-mail Pam for more 

information! 

*******************************************  

EXTENDED HOURS WILL BE HELD ON THE SECOND 

MONDAY OF THE MONTH BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 

Serving Payne, Lincoln & Logan Counties 

Frontier Country   

 

The Early Childhood Association of        

Oklahoma will be hosting it's annual       

conference on July 24 -26th. The theme of 

this years conference is PLAY!. The        

conference will be held at the Science     

Museum Oklahoma (Formerly the Omniplex). 

You may contact:  www.ecaok.org  for more 

information.  

http://www.ecaok.org

